
FREE FOOTIE 

WEATHER POLICY  

Rain: 

Free Footie uses school soccer fields, which fall under the umbrella of the City of Edmonton 
and therefore we generally follow the City’s policy on field closure and, as such, game 
cancellations.  When it is raining, or snowing, the City updates its field closure line at 4 p.m. 
daily.  The timing is meant for evening games and does not work for Free Footie.  On occasion, 
we will know in time for our games, but if not we will make a decision between 12-1pm on 
game days based on the forecast and send emails to coaches, refs, volunteers and sponsors.  

Lightning: 

Free Footie follows the policy of better safe than sorry, so if there is any doubt about safety, 
CANCEL THE GAME OR IF IN PROGRESS ABANDON THE GAME. 

Practice the 30/30 Rule when it comes to lightning safety.  The 30/30 Rule, as explained on the 
Edmonton and District Soccer Referees Association website, states that people should seek 
shelter if the “Flash-To-Bang” delay (length of time in seconds between a lightning flash and its 
subsequent thunder), is 30 seconds or less, and that they remain under cover until 30 minutes 
after the final clap of thunder. 

A 30-second lead time is necessary prior to a storm’s arrival because of the possibility of distant 
strikes.  A 30-minute wait after the last thunder is heard is necessary because the trailing storm 
clouds still carry a lingering charge.  This charge can and does occasionally produce lightning 
on the back of a storm, several minutes after the rain has ended. 

Schools who are host fields are expected to provide emergency shelter in these events.  

Game Cancellations Mid-Game: 

If more than 75 per cent of the game has been played, the score when the game is abandoned 
will be the final score.  If not, Free Footie will work with the teams to reschedule the match, if 
possible. 

Game Cancellations Prior to Start: 

If a game is cancelled, we will all work together to reschedule the games.  You may be asked to 
work it out between yourselves if not mass solution can be found. 


