
FREE FOOTIE 

RULES FOR PARENTS & SPECTATORS  

1. Coaches are responsible for the conduct of their spectators (eg. parents, fellow school 
staff members, other students from the school or the friends of players.) 

2. Spectators who are not members of the team or a member of the team’s school staff 
must watch the game from the other side of the field to where the teams are seated.  If 
this is not possible due to the layout of the field the spectators must be at least 15 
metres away. 

a. If this is not respected, the appropriate coach(es) will ask the person(s) to move. 
b. If the problem persists, the coach(es) may ask the referee to pause the game in 

order to get the person(s) to move.  Coaches shall NOT HESITATE to interrupt 
the game if the referee’s attention is needed.  The referee alongside the coaches 
will inform the person(s) the game will be abandoned if the person(s) do not 
move. 

c. If the person(s) still do not move, that game will be abandoned and the incident 
will be reported to the Free Footie Board of Directors. 

d. If an opposing team’s spectator(s) are too close and the appropriate coach(es) 
do not ask them to move, the other team’s coach can approach the opposing 
team’s coach and ask them to have their spectator(s) move. 

e. If they do not move, the other team’s coach will ask the referee to pause the 
game.  The referee will ask the opposing coach to have the spectators move or 
risk the game being abandoned and declared a default of 3-0 against the 
offending team. 

f. If the problem persists, the game will be abandoned and reported to the Free 
Footie program manager.  The offending team will lose by default 0-3 and may 
face further discipline, e.g. suspension or expulsion from the league. 

3. Unruly Spectators will not be tolerated.  Please see the Free Footie Abuse Policy 
including the section on Handling Incidents of Abuse during a Game. 

4. Unsportsmanlike conduct with any official, coach, parent or player, such as booing, 
taunting or using profane language or gestures will not be tolerated. 

5. Respect the referees and coaches; do not criticize, contradict or interfere with referees 
or coaches at the field.  If you wish to speak to a coach, do so privately. 

6. Use the opportunity to be a good role model for the kids.  Show respect, courtesy and 
be supportive.  Soccer, and especially Free Footie, is about FUN!!!


